
 

  

Hello everyone, 
 
We have officially made it to February! It’s hard to believe, but in just four 
short months many of us will be planning cookouts, mowing the lawn, 
shopping for new baseball or softball cleats, and celebrating the end of an-
other school year. These next four months will fly by, and before we get 
there, we still have important work ahead of us. 
 
First, construction on the new elementary school is officially underway. 
Crews are currently raising the ground level and completing initial infra-
structure work so that once the ground thaws, they can begin work on the 
foundation. By April, we anticipate seeing noticeable progress on the site, 
and we are excited to watch this project continue to take shape. 
 
Second, the second semester is now in full swing, and there is a great deal 
of learning taking place between now and the end of the year. We are for-
tunate to have an outstanding staff that thoughtfully and systematically 
works through each concept, standard, and lesson. Instruction is delivered 
at a high level, with teachers collecting daily feedback on student progress 
and adjusting to meet a wide range of learning styles. Lessons are rein-
forced through meaningful discussions, projects, and hands-on activities. 
Simply put—miss a day and miss a lot. When students are healthy, con-
sistent attendance is incredibly important. 
 
Finally, we are in the early stages of developing our next Strategic Operat-
ing Plan. Survey data has been collected, and the next step will be assem-
bling stakeholder groups to help identify key priorities for the district. This 
process will take place throughout much of the spring semester, with the 
goal of completing the plan by June. 
 
That’s it for this month! Thank you for your continued support of the Monti-
cello Community School District. As always, please feel free to reach out 
by email or phone if you have any questions. I hope you all have a wonder-
ful February. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Brian Jaeger, Superintendent 
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Summer Driver’s Education 
Monticello High School will offer one session of sum-

mer driver's education. An infor-

mational letter and registration 

form will be available in the mid-

dle school and high school offic-

es on Monday, February 9, 

2026. Space may be limited. Applications will be 

considered on a first come first served basis. Return 

the registration form to the High School Office 

by Friday, March 6, 2026. The cost is $340. 

The summer session is scheduled to start approxi-

mately Tuesday, May 26, 2026 and will conclude 

approximately Wednesday, June 24, 2026. Both the 

start and end dates may be adjusted if there is a 

change to the school calendar due to adverse winter 

weather. The classwork will be done online. There 

will be a student/parent meeting in May to sign up for 

the online class and schedule driving times. Stu-

dents must have a permit to be enrolled in the class. 

A Night of Jazz—

February 26 

The Monticello Band Department would like to 

invite you to a night of Jazz! The middle and high 

school jazz bands will get your toes tapping as 

they perform their contest selections at 7:00pm in 

the high school auditorium. There is no entry fee 

for this concert.  

Looking ahead… 

 Parent/Teacher Conferences are 
March 10 & 12 

 Spring Break is March 16-20 
 Prom is April 18 
 Graduation is May 17 

PTO NEWS...The next PTO Meeting is 

Tuesday, March 3, at 7pm. Be watching the 

PTO Facebook page for a link asking 

for donations for the February Cart of Joy and the 

March Conference meal donations.   

Math Curriculum Review 

Grades 5-12 are currently reviewing math cur-

riculum by Cengage School. Cengage School 

partners with National Geographic to bring 

math to life in their Math and You curriculum 

materials for grades 5-8 and the Concepts 

and Connections materials for Algebra I, Ge-

ometry and Algebra II. To learn more and see 

samples of the curriculum go to: https://

www.cengageschool.com/solutions/math. For 

any questions please contact Robyn Ponder 

at robyn.ponder@monticello.k12.ia.us. 

https://www.cengageschool.com/solutions/math
https://www.cengageschool.com/solutions/math
mailto:robyn.ponder@monticello.k12.ia.us
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                  Exciting News for Monticello CSD!  

Monticello Community School District has been selected as one of just 31 districts statewide to re-

ceive the 2026–27 STEM BEST® Program Award from the Iowa Governor’s STEM Advisory Coun-

cil! This award supports partnerships between schools and local organizations to give students real-

world, hands-on learning experiences that build career-ready skills. 

Agricultural Education Instructor and Monticello FFA Advisor Eric Schmitt received a $48,492 STEM 

BEST® grant for his Agriculture Science Modernization and Expansion project. In partnership with 

Monticello Main Street, the project will modernize the district greenhouse—making it more accessi-

ble, safer, and functional year-round—while expanding community beautification efforts and in-

creasing fresh produce grown for the Monticello Food Pantry. This investment will benefit students, 

families, and the entire Monticello community.  

Congratulations MR. SCHMITT!  

• Thank you to Jayme Freye for the donation of hats and gloves to Carpenter Elementary. 

• Thank you to Curt & Karen Barnhart for the donation to the high school Industrial Tech Department. 

• Thank you to Vivian Moore for the donation to the food service department. 

• Thank you to Charlotte Scheckel for the donation to the 5th Grade class. 

• Thank you to Tammy Barton for the donation of St. Patrick’s Day themed items to Carpenter Elementary. 

• Thank you to the Monticello Fine Arts Boosters for the donation of a prize wheel to the elementary music class-

room.  

HIGH PERFORMING 

DISTRICT! 

We are proud to be a high 

performing district—one of 

only 20% of school districts 

in Iowa to earn this distinc-

tion. Thank you to our in-

credible staff, students, 

parents, and community!  

More info can be found here: 

https://

www.iaschoolperformance.gov/

ECP/StateDistrictSchool/

DistrictSummary?k=9397&y=2025 

https://www.facebook.com/monticelloiaffa?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZY1TAqPTZFm5QoQ-_XYalA5pBX0vwcfCCclZf9hXvswxlUFEYUBw_06s0JXK1tMwSL5qi9x3SOK-AdSzARSDv0Pl_GKVYB2afr2SO3Fm1_7e1g-ZegGDhhtNKuSiUDC2OQ9ng5gdWf-ojbHRCQ0lbdcliss_-Z-X47NoSGwyvjW0_UIrYFI2LT7SmtUnY_ac8QHwDG6CeZ
https://www.iaschoolperformance.gov/ECP/StateDistrictSchool/DistrictSummary?k=9397&y=2025
https://www.iaschoolperformance.gov/ECP/StateDistrictSchool/DistrictSummary?k=9397&y=2025
https://www.iaschoolperformance.gov/ECP/StateDistrictSchool/DistrictSummary?k=9397&y=2025
https://www.iaschoolperformance.gov/ECP/StateDistrictSchool/DistrictSummary?k=9397&y=2025
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 Mental Well-Being Matters  

At Monticello Community School District, we believe mental well-being is an important part of learning 
and growing—for students and families alike. Setting goals can be a helpful way to stay motivated, es-
pecially when goals are realistic, flexible, and focused on growth. Remember, goals don’t have to be 
big to be meaningful! 

 Healthy goal-setting can include: 

• Taking things one step at a time 
• Focusing on effort rather than perfection 
• Celebrating small successes 
• Adjusting goals when life feels challenging 

Some days feel easier than others—and that’s okay. Support is always available. The School Counsel-
ing Team is here to support students and families throughout the year. Asking for help is a strength  

 We’re proud to support our Panthers as they learn, grow, and set goals—together! 

National School Counseling Week is February 2-6! 
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Statewide Voluntary Preschool Programming for Four-Year-Old Children 
For the 2026-2027 school year, we are expecting to receive state funding to support preschool programming for four-year-old 
children.  Here are some Frequently Asked Questions to help community members gain a better understanding of what this 
preschool funding means to Monticello. 
Which preschools are partners in the MCSD Program?  Little Panthers Preschool (Shannon Elementary) and Sacred Heart Pre-
school (Sacred Heart School). 
How will the funding be used?  There are many assurances (i.e., requirements) that need to be met when using preschool 
funding.  Money will be spent to make sure that these assurances are met.  The assurances include (but are not limited to):  

•Facility requirements including accessibility and playground guidelines 
•Costs associated with teacher and paraprofessional professional development and certifications 
•Paying staff costs for required instruction, program operation, home visits, family nights, and parent/teacher confer-
ences 

•Supplies and equipment 
Which children will this funding support?  Funding must be used to support children that turn age four on or before Septem-
ber 15.  
Will my four-year-old receive free preschool?  4-year-olds may attend Little Panther Preschool for a half day or a full day. Half 
day is tuition free and full day is tuition of $160.00 per month. Sacred Heart is a full day program and tuition is $75 per month.  
All programs run Monday thru Friday with no preschool on Wednesdays.   
Will my four-year-old receive transportation to and from preschool?  The school district may be able to provide free trans-
portation using an existing bus route.  Check with your preschool provider for more information. 
Where can I obtain more information about the Statewide Voluntary Preschool Program for Four-Year-Old Children?  You 
can visit with representatives of the participating preschools and you can visit the Iowa Department of Education web 
site: https://educate.iowa.gov/pk-12/early-childhood/swvpp. 
All Monticello preschool programs are currently taking applications for the 2026-27 school year:  

•Little Panthers Preschool—Please see registration information at the bottom of this page. 
•Sacred Heart Preschool– Call Sacred Heart at (319) 465-4605. 
 

 

2026-2027 Little Panthers Preschool 
If you are interested in registering your 4-year old for the Little Panthers Preschool for the 2026-2027 school 

year, please do so in one of the following ways: 

1. Download and print the application.  

The application is available on our website:  www.monticello.k12.ia.us, click on the registration icon and then Little 

Panthers Preschool. Mail the completed application to Shannon Elementary, 321 W South St. Monticello, IA 52310 or 

it can be dropped off at Shannon Elementary (office hours are 7:30am-4:00pm).   

2. Complete the application electronically by clicking on the Little Panthers Preschool Application Link. 

The link is located on our website:  www.monticello.k12.ia.us, click on the registration icon and then Little Panthers 

Preschool.   

3. The application can be picked up at Shannon or mailed to you by calling Shannon Elementary Office at 319-465-

3000, press 5 and then 2. 

Applications will be available on January 2 and are due February 6. Preschool openings are filled through a lottery 

method. Head Start slots and Empowerment grants may be available. This preschool is an inclusive, full-day program 

Monday through Friday with no preschool on Wednesdays for students of all needs.  Our program offers: 

• A certified teacher & paraprofessional  •  Large & small group instruction 

• Learning centers     •  Developmentally appropriate schedule and activities 

• Thematic instruction    •  Social skills curriculum 

• Snack and milk 

https://educate.iowa.gov/pk-12/early-childhood/swvpp
http://www.monticello.k12.ia.us
http://www.monticello.k12.ia.us
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Kindergarten registration for the 2026-2027 school year is open! Kindergarten registration is for students entering kinder-

garten in the Fall of 2026.  Kindergarten registration is done all online.  You can register on our website 

at www.monticello.k12.ia.us, click on the registration icon on the home page and then kindergarten. Mandatory forms can 

also be found on the website. These forms need to be turned in by the first day of school.   

Students must turn 5 years of age on or before September 15, 2026 to attend Kin-

dergarten. Contact Morgan Murray-Zimmerman at mor-

gan.murray@monticello.k12.ia.us with any questions regarding your Parent Infinite 

Campus account.  

Completed immunizations, physical, and a dental exam are required by law for all 

students entering kindergarten. Some of the series of vaccines take six (6) months to complete. Start now to make sure 

all needed immunizations are completed before your child starts school in the Fall 2026!  

There are some forms that you will need to download, fill out, and turn into Shannon Elementary by the time your child 

starts school. Forms include: IDPH Dental Screen, IDPH Vision Screen, Iowan Migrant Parents Form (everyone must fill 

out), Home Language Survey, and a physical form with LEAD screening date.  These forms are located on the Kinder-

garten page on our website under Registration.   

You may drop them off at Shannon Elementary, email them to sandy.hinrichs@monticello.k12.ia.us (in the subject give 

the full name of your child), or mail them to:  Shannon Elementary School, 321 W South St., Monticello, IA 52310.  Thank 

you! 

http://www.monticello.k12.ia.us
http://www.monticello.k12.ia.us
https://www.applitrack.com/Monticello/onlineapp/
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SENIORS 
Scholarships are beginning to be posted. They will be 
posted alphabetically by name of scholarship as we post 
them.  When active, the scholarship name will be turned 
green.  Go to the school's website 
at www.monticello.k12.ia.us and go to the High School 
page. Click on the Counseling tab, then click on Scholar-
ships on the right. Scroll to the bottom of the page to 
navigate the local, regional, and national scholarship 
tabs.  They are also located in your student’s Google 
Classroom. 

Planning for a career and college, 
applying for financial aid and mas-
tering your financial situation can be 
confusing and intimidating.  Iowa College Access 
Network (ICAN) works with Iowa students and 
families to make the transition after high school 
as smooth as possible. 

You will find valuable information under the 
“Financial Assistance” section.  There is notation 
about scholarships and grants that outlines differ-
ent opportunities for scholarships.  Also in this 
section are some helpful hints on filling out appli-
cation materials for financial assistance.  Also 
look for the listing of national databases where 
students can search for any type of scholarship 
imaginable.   As students are going through the 
process of seeking financial assistance, encour-
age them to keep track of where they are apply-
ing and the requirements for each of the scholar-
ships they receive. To access the ICAN website, 
go to icansucceed.org. 

Should Everyone Go to College? 

As with most things in life, there is more than one path 

to success.  College is not for everyone; however, eve-

ryone should consider it as one of their many options.  

Here are post-secondary options that are presented to 

high school students: 

• College- a broad term for education after high 

school (CDL, diploma, certificate, Associate’s, 

Bachelor’s, Master’s, and other professional de-

grees) 

• Apprenticeship- paid to work with benefits while 

learning job skills   

• Job Corps- learn job skills and live for free at two 

locations in Iowa 

• AmeriCorps- national service organization with edu-

cation stipend for college 

• Teach for America- full-time, salaried position with 

benefits for two years 

• Work- enter the workforce after graduation.  Some 

students choose a gap year to save money for col-

lege and then attend. 

• Military- service can be active duty or reserves; ca-

reer-long or one or more enlistments 

There are benefits to earning a degree after high 
school.  A study by Georgetown University Center on 
Education and the Workforce found that Americans with 
an Associate’s (2 year) degree or higher were much 
less likely to be unemployed.  Earning potential tends to 
be greater with a post-secondary degree.  Wonder what 
is best for your child or how to support them?  Talk to 
their school counselor!   

Free College Planning 

SOPHOMORES & JUNIORS! 

Sophomores and juniors interested in applying to 

National Honor Society can pick up applications in 

the HS office starting Monday, February 16. Appli-

cations are due back to the office by 3:15 pm Fri-

day, March 6. Applicants must have a 3.5 GPA or 

higher, and a minimum of 40 documented commu-

nity service hours.  

http://www.monticello.k12.ia.us/
https://www.icansucceed.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WkQTFs0e6R8&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tWGX_6G2kZQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QgdRkzLKlPM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MXRXtYAT_fY&feature=youtu.be
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Foundation Annual Tailgate Party & Alumni Reunion - March 7, 2026 

Get your tickets today! Tickets are available from any Foundation Board Member or at any 

Monticello School Office.    

HELP US GRANT A WISH! 

Every year at our pep rally, we have a Teacher's Wishing Wall 

where teachers post items they would like for their classroom.  People then can 

pick a wish they'd like to grant.  You can also pick a wish before the pep ral-

ly.  Here is the link to purchase: https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/2026MCSDTeacherWishWall#/ or scan the QR code. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/2026MCSDTeacherWishWall#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/2026MCSDTeacherWishWall#/
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

2 
Chocolate chip French 
toast 
Fruit 
Fruit juice 

3 
Long John 
Fruit 
Fruit juice 

4 
Pancake sausage bites 
Fruit 
Fruit juice 

5 
Omelet 
HB patty 
Fruit 
Fruit juice 

6 
Cereal  
Pop tart 
Fruit 
Fruit juice 

9 
Fruit strudel 
Fruit 
Fruit juice  

10 
Mini waffles 
Fruit 
Fruit juice 

11 
Breakfast pizza 
Fruit 
Fruit juice 

12 
Chocolate muffin 
Fruit 
Fruit juice 

13 
Cereal  
Pop tart 
Fruit 
Fruit juice 

16 

Mini donuts 
Fruit 
Fruit juice 

17 
Breakfast bagel 
Fruit 
Fruit juice 

18 
Egg casserole 
Fruit 
Fruit juice 

19 
Cereal bar 
Fruit 
Fruit juice 

20 
Cereal  
Pop tart 
Fruit 
Fruit juice 

23 
Sausage biscuit 
Fruit 
Fruit juice 

24 
Long John 
Fruit 
Fruit juice 

25 
Breakfast burrito 
Fruit 
Fruit juice 

26 
Blueberry muffin 
Fruit 
Fruit juice 

27 
Cereal  
Pop tart 
Fruit 
Fruit juice 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer            

Menus are subject to change. MILK served with all meals. 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

2 
Chicken strips 
Mashed potatoes & gravy 
Peas & carrots 
Mandarin oranges 
Roll & butter (grades 6-12 
only) 

3 
Walking taco 
Seasoned rice 
Fiesta beans  
Peaches 

4 
Deli sub 
Baked sun chips 
Fresh veggies 
Apple wedges 

5 
Bacon chicken club/bun 
Sweet potato fries 
Steamed broccoli 
Watermelon & grapes 

6 
Pizza 
Caesar salad 
Baby carrots 
Orange wedges 

9 
Chicken bacon ranch wrap 
WG chips 
Baby carrots 
Pears 

10 
Salisbury steak 
Mashed potatoes & 
gravy 
Peaches 
Roll & butter 

11 
BBQ pork/bun 
Sweet potato fries 
Green beans 
Mixed fruit 

12 
Teriyaki chicken 
Seasoned rice 
Oriental vegetables 
Mandarin oranges/
pineapple 

13 
Pizza crunchers 
Lettuce w/ romaine 
Steamed broccoli 
Strawberry ap-
plesauce 

16 

Beef nachos w/ corn chips 
Spanish rice 
Refried beans  
Peaches 

17 
Cheeseburger/bun 
French fries 
Steamed broccoli 
Pears 

18 
Garlic cheese bread 
Lettuce salad w/ Ro-
maine 
Baby carrots 
Mixed fruit 

19 
Popcorn chicken 
Seasoned rice 
Green beans 
Orange wedges 

20 
Macaroni & cheese 
Little smokies 
Mixed vegetables 
Grapes 
Roll & butter (grades 
6-12 only) 

23 
Breaded drumstick 
Mashed potatoes & gravy 
Green beans 
Applesauce 
Roll & butter (grades 6-12 
only) 

24 
Scalloped potatoes w/ 
ham 
Steamed carrots 
Pears 
Roll & butter 

25 
French toast w/ syrup 
Sausage links 
Hash brown patty 
Strawberries & bana-
nas 

26 
Texas toast sloppy Joe 
French fries 
Baked beans  
Peaches 

27 
Cheese quesadilla 
Lettuce salad w/ 
dressing 
Fresh veggies 
Watermelon 

Choose a salad as an alternate lunch daily (HS & MS only) 
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

2 
V G Bowling—
State Qualifying 
Meet @ Timber 
Lanes—9:00 

7/8 Girls Wr @ 
Iowa City Regina—
4:00 
7 BBB vs Maquo-
keta—4:00 

8 BBB @ Maquo-
keta—4:00 

3 

 

JV/V GBB @   
Maquoketa—4:15 
& 6:00 

 

JV/V BBB @         
Maquoketa—5:15 
& 7:30 

4 
 

1:00pm Early                 
Dismissal- Prof. 

Development 

 

Athletic Booster 
Club Meeting –7:00 

@ HS Library 

5 
7 BBB @ North-
east-4:00 
8 BBB vs North-
east-4:00 
 
V G/B Bowling @ 
Benton-4:00 
 
V Boys Wr –Home
-6:00 

6 
 
V B Bowling –
Home-2:00 
 
JV/V GBB vs 
Northeast—4:00 & 
6:15 

JV/V BBB vs               
Northeast—5:00 & 
7:45 

7 
 

State Large 
Group Speech 
@ Clear Creek 
Amana—8:00 

9 
 

7/8 Girls Wr—
Home—4:00 
7 BBB vs                 
Anamosa—4:00 
8 BBB @             
Anamosa—4:00 
JV/V GBB @ Maq. 
Valley—4:30 & 
6:00 

JV/V BBB @ Maq. 
Valley—5:30 & 
7:30 

10 
 

 

JV/V GBB vs            
Camanche—4:00 
& 6:15 

 

JV/V BBB vs                
Camanche—5:00 
& 7:45 
 

11 
 

 

1:00pm Early                 
Dismissal- Prof. 

Development 
 

Board Work                
Session 6:00pm 

12 

 

7 BBB @           
Beckman-4:00 

 

8 BBB vs                     
Beckman-4:00 

13 

 

Middle School 
Dance—6-8pm 

@ MS Gym 

14 

 

16 

 

7/8 BBB @                  
Cascade—4:00 
 

 

17 
 

 

18 
 
 

1:00pm Early                 
Dismissal- Prof. 

Development 
 

 

 

19 

Tallcorn Jazz Fes-
tival-8:00 
 

7 BBB vs Alburnett
-4:00 

8 BBB @ Alburnett
–4:00 

20 

 

 

21 

 

All State Large 
Group Speech 
@ Ames-8:00 
 

 

23 

7 BBB @ Maquo-

keta—4:00 

8 BBB vs Maquo-

keta—4:00 

Individual RVC 

Speech @        

Maquoketa-4:30 

Board Meeting -
6:00pm 

24 

 

MS Jazz Band @ 
Coe College -
8:00 

25 
 

 

1:00pm Early                 
Dismissal-Prof. 
Development 

26 

 
7 BBB vs North-
east -4:00 
8 BBB @ North-
east-4:00 
 
MS/HS Jazz Con-
cert– HS Auditori-
um—7:00 

27 

 

28 

 

District Individual 
Speech @      
Lisbon –8:00 

National FFA Week 

National School Counseling Week 

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION-It is the policy of the Monticello Community 

School District not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disa-

bility, religion, creed, age (for employment), marital status (for programs), sexual orien-

tation, and socioeconomic status (for programs) in its education programs or employ-

ment practices. There is a grievance procedure for processing complaints of discrimi-

nation. If you have questions or a grievance related to this policy please contact the 

District’s Equity Coordinator, Todd Werner, 860 East Oak Street, Monticello, Iowa 

52310, 319-465-3000 ex2101, todd.werner@monticello.k12.ia.us.   


